The only countries not well represented in the sample are those in the Middle East and the many small ones that together account for less than 5 percent of the global economy.
Nominal rates of assistance and consumer tax equivalents (NRAs and CTEs) are estimated for more than 70 different products, with an average of 11 per country. In aggregate the coverage represents around 70 percent of the gross value of agricultural production in the focus countries, and just under two-thirds of global farm production valued at undistorted prices over the period covered. Not all countries had data for all of the entire 1955-2007 period, but the average number of years covered is 41 per country. Estimates for the transition economies of Europe start in 1992 and for China and Vietnam in 1981 and 1986, respectively. Estimates for two other large Asian countries start later too (India in 1965, Indonesia and Thailand in 1970) .
Of the 30 most valuable agricultural products, the NRAs cover 77 percent of global output, ranging from two-thirds for livestock, three-quarters for oilseeds and tropical crops, Sources: Authors' calculations based on FAO commodity balance, to get volume of production data, and the Agricultural Distortions database to convert this to value of production at undistorted prices so we can add up across commodities. 1955-1984 1985-2004 (b) All 12 focus Asian developing economies (excluding Japan) (n = 5410) 1955-1984 1985-2007 (f) All 20 focus high-income countries (n = 12970) 1955-1984 1985-2007 Source: Drawn from estimates in Anderson and Valenzuela (2008) . 
